[Small abnormality of the middle ear--a genetically-induced defect?].
Conductive and sensorineural hearing losses are of genetic origin in 20% to 60% of cases. In general, genetic abnormalities are more often expressed as a sensorineural hearing loss than as a conductive hearing loss. At present several genes for sensorineural hearing loss have been isolated. The most common genetically transmitted forms for isolated conductive hearing losses are otosclerosis and small malformations of the ossicles. To date no genes responsible for these deformations have been isolated. We present a family with four siblings having conductive hearing losses caused by ossification of the stapedial tendon. This finding is suggestive of an autosomal recessive inheritance. The early diagnosis of an hereditary conductive hearing loss contains the possibility for permitting normal development of speech.